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with us by sharing God’s love with them! 

Constantly using your spiritual Gifts to uplift and 
encourage your Church body to work to invite others 
on this Journey with us. 

Every Sunday we gather for our Sunday morning 
Journey groups, join a Sunday morning group and Get 
your Gift in Action!

Every Sunday we fellowship at our coffee hour. Soon 
this will be expanded to the Parlor area as it gets 
remodeled. Giving us a space before and after service 
to meet and fellowship. A space to welcome new 
guests. A space to brush shoulders, hear needs, share 
the love of Christ, and to Get your Gifts in Action!

The Parlor will then also be set up and a wonderful 
meeting place for any of our many Journey Groups 
that meet throughout the week. 

Speaking of our weekly Journey groups, are you 
involved in one yet?

Church is not just Sunday Morning!

During the week I encourage you to get involved in a 
Journey Group. Join one of our many groups and grow 
in God,s Word together. Or maybe start your own! 

Journey Groups are a place to use the unique 
Spiritual Gifting God has given you. To encourage the 
Body and be encouraged. To hear the power of God at 
work in peoples’ lives! 

So, hold them with great value in your Heart!

Be here for Sunday morning Journey Groups, 
fellowship with your Church family during coffee hour, 

My heart is filled with joy as I write to you, my dear 
brothers and sisters! 

Praise God for bringing 3 new souls into relationship 
with Him and for them following the example of Christ 
in baptism and joining our Church!

There is nothing more exciting or encouraging than 
new relationships with Jesus and their baptisms. 
I hope you will join me in prayer for our Church 
to continue to grow and for us to see many more 
baptisms in the future! 

I hope you are encouraged to go out and use your 
unique spiritual gift to make disciples and baptize 
them! 

Your spiritual gift should also be used to encourage 
and build up your Church body so that they can go 
out and make disciples and baptize them!

Love God – Love Others – Journey Together

Be in love with God! Follow His commands and devote 
your life to him. 

Love others! How can you be more loving than to 
share the Gospel? How can you be more loving than 
using your spiritual gifts to encourage believers? 

Journey together. We keep hearing this word 
“Journey”. We are on a “Journey Together” we are 
here for “Journey Worship” we want you involved in 
a “Journey Group” Journey is our common theme 
to travel under. Our groups are all named under 
the Journey theme to help us look cohesive and 
consistent. A Church with the same goal and desire all 
on a Journey Together.

Constantly working to invite others on the Journey 

LABOR DAY - CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, September 5

COMMUNION SERVICE AT VOYAGE
6 pm  Thursday, September 8

MONTHLY MEAL AND WORSHIP
5 pm Wednesday, September 7 

AWANA 
Every Sunday Night

Starting September 11 
5-7 pm

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
AT THE WALKDER HOUSE

12-7 pm Sunday, September 18 

APPLE FESTIVAL EVENTS SEPT. 13-17
Noon Tuesday, Carnival Workers Luncheon

6:45 am  Wednesday, Prayer Breakfast 
6:00 pm  Wednesday, Faith & Family Night

3 pm Friday, Kiddie Parade
11 am  Saturday, Grand Parade

ELEVATE LASER TAG LOCK IN
9 pm Friday- Saturday 7 am

September 23-24
  

COMING IN OCTOBER

ALL CHURCH PICNIC 
AND ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Sunday, October 2
11:15 am After Worship

NORTH OF 50 EVENT
VON JAKOB WINERY & 
RENDLEMEN ORCHARD

11 am  Tuesday, October 4

A LETTER FROM PASTOR NATHAN
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Murphy Facebook page and on Youtube. Major 
improvements were made in regards to Audio 
and recording quality. Team moving towards big 
quarterly and small monthly meetings. Working 
to have special Hymn Sing Sundays to better 
appreciate traditional worship.
 •Technology Team: Kevin Penrod Secretary’s PC 
continues to work properly.
Working with Building and Grounds Team on 
replacing lighting in Sanctuary/pulpit. Speakers 
in Sanctuary.
Software license renewal for various stations. 
Projecting next year’s computer purchase(s), 
as needed. Looking into Free worship software 
alternatives.
Need someone to mix the livestream.
Need to look at replacing Sanctuary Video Pro-
jectors/LED Screens, in the near future. Recom-
mended purchasing a secondary camera and 
switcher for using both.
•Security & Emergency Response: Judy Rawls, 

Kids Program!!!
Infants-6th Grade!

5-7 pm 
Sunday Evenings 

Starting September 11th

For more details check out 
www.fbcmurphy.org/AWANA

Sunday, October 2nd
at 11:15AM after Worship

LUNCH!
YARD GAMES!

HOMEMADE ICE CREAM!
Please let Frances Reiman or the 
Church Office know if you can 
bring Homemade Ice Cream!

Tony Stamm, Jake Miller Tony spoke of 
having a consultant walk through the 
building for security purposes.
•Staffing Relations: Vicki Ardrey, Anna Pilz 
Staff evaluations will begin in August.
•Strategic Planning: Vicki Ardrey, Dan Per-
schbacher Team will meet to discuss the 
changes/updates to the Constitution.
•Nominating Team: Kathy Grob Valerie 
Lipe will be returning to the Ministry Care 
Team. Due to health reasons Diane Reeder 
will be leaving the MC team.
•Budget Team: Judy Rawls Will meet in 
September or October to review the 2023 
budget.
Dan asked that items requiring a vote be 
tabled until group has had time to pray 
about it. Meeting adjourned 8:27
Reminders and Next Meeting: Tuesday, 
August 16, 2022 6:00 pm.



Opening Prayer: Nathan Borish
Devotional-Spiritual Growth and Teaching: Steve 
Wilkerson Steve presented What the Bible 
teaches about worship.
Last Meeting’s minutes: May minutes, were ap-
proved by consensus. Ministry Care Team Report: 
The Care Team met on July 11.

Ministry Team Reports:
•Outreach, Evangelism & Missions: Tina Evans, 
Kristy Dunning Had a successful VBS and Youth 
Camp.Team members volunteered their services 
at the Walker House. Discussed purchasing yard 
signs, more information will be provided.
Discussed expanding Christian fellowship 
opportunities within the community. Planning a 
family movie night as an outreach event.
•Youth & Kids Ministry: Jesse Boudet, Dan Per-
schbacher, Anna Pilz YOUTH: Youth helped with 
VBS. Youth Camp went great! Took 50 students 
and leaders, had 13 students stand and give their 
lives to Jesus! 8 students are registered for the 
summer Mission trip. Small Group leaders have 
been invited to the Small Group Leaders Meet-
ing in July. Small Groups will resume beginning in 
August. Youth Group will start back the middle of 
September. Laser Tag Lock-In is being planned.
HS Girls retreat will be September 2-6. KIDS:
VBS Kick-Off was great with food, drinks, snow 
cones and the Fire Truck. VBS week was awe-
some! 6 kids gave their lives to Jesus! TREK 
Kids Club program and Small Group on Sunday 
mornings are going great! Kids Camp will be July 
27-30, taking 15 kids, leaders and parents. Kids 
NEXT STEP class will be July 24th and August 7th 
with a Baptism planned in August. AWANA will be 
meeting every Sunday evening. First meeting will 
be the August 28th at the Splish Splash park.
 A new Mission/Ministry ABC GRR Grant for future 
weekday outreach days will be submitted by the 
end of July. This will be used for an inflatable, etc. 
Already approved by the Council.

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL MINUTES JULY 19, 2022
•Adult Small Groups & Bible Studies Ministry: 
Steve Wilkerson, Kathie Grob The Small Groups 
continue to meet on Sunday mornings.Wednes-
day evening groups continue to meet as well.An 
All inclusive meeting is planned for Sunday, July 
17th.
•Financial and Stewardship: Judy Rawls, Vicki Ar-
drey Financial Report: End of April report was pre-
sented. Report was approved by consensus. Will 
be transferring $20,000 from the Legacy Account 
to the General Fund to cover current expensesDis-
cussion is ongoing regarding other cuts that can 
be made to reduce costs/expenses. We will apply 
for an interest free loan of $15,000 from ABCGRR.
•Building and Grounds: Judy Rawls, Tony Stamm, 
Jake Miller Volunteers landscaped and added the 
flower box in front of the church sign. Installed 
hose cart. Church has been power washed, 
sanctuary ceiling cracks have been repaired, stair 
ceiling and walls, hallway between sanctuary and 
education wing has been painted, HVAC units be-
ing repaired and/or replaced.
The Youth house has had the deck stained and 
Gutter guards installed. The trailer has had the 
jack fixed and new tires. The bus and van have 
been cleaned and the van has the oil changed. 
Painted the south and west exterior areas.
Future Projects: Bus and Van need IDOT # and 
logo signage. Ordered Sanctuary lights, new lights 
for outside entries. Painting exterior areas on 
the North and East sides. Landscaping needed to 
hide all units in front of church. Resealing park-
ing lot, North side Education wing gutter. Outside 
door signs and Walnut Street signs. Rental House 
needed repairs.
•Special Events/Kitchen & Dinners: Frances Rei-
man Hosted and served pizza at the Sunday, 
June 26th Business meeting in Fellowship Hall. 
Weekly Wednesday night dinners will be replaced 
with a casual meal the 1st Wednesday of the 

Worship God during Journey Worship, join a weekly 
Journey group. 

Ephesians 4: 15 – 16
15 … we will speak the truth in love, growing in 
every way more and more like Christ, who is the 
head of his body, the church. 16 He makes the 
whole body fit together perfectly. As each part 
does its own special work, it helps the other parts 
grow, so that the whole body is healthy and 
growing and full of love.

“As each part does its own special work”

Your have a special work and we need you on this 
Journey with us! We need you to get your Gift in 
Action to help us grow!

God please help us to step up and out and into our 
own special work while we Journey Together. Help 
us be fearless. Strong and courageous. Help us to 
Trust you. Then our whole body will be healthy and 
growing and full of love. 

Remember you need to be connected to the Body! 

What good is a finger laying on a table alone, or 
an ear sitting in a chair at home? 

The Church body is meant to be connected. Do 
not allow Satan to separate you from it! No more 
excuses, no more reasons to not be involved. 
Be here in person, watch online, join a smaller 
Journey group. There is an opportunity for you to 
be connected to the Body. Do not forsake it. 

This September invite someone to Journey with 
First Baptist Church!

Look for opportunities to share God’s love, be 
patient, be persistent, make disciples. 

Remember: 

Love God – Love Others – Journey Together 

I thank you for your faithfulness, your support, and 
your continued prayers. I am so blessed to be on 
this Journey with you. 

With Love. 

- Pastor Nathan 



APPLE FESTIVAL PRAYER  BREAKFAST
   The Murphysboro Ministerial Alliance is inviting everyone to help kick off  a great Apple 
Festival celebration by attending the annual Apple Festival Prayer Breakfast.  This year’s 
breakfast will be held at the Davis McCann Civic Center on Wednesday, September 14th, 
at 6:45 am.

LUNCHEON PLANNED 
FOR CARNIVAL WORKERS

   A luncheon is being planned for the Apple 
Festival Carnival workers and vendors on 
Tuesday, September 13th, at Noon.  
If you would like to help, please contact 
DeAnn Stilley.

Apple Apple 
FestivalFestival

September September 
12-1712-17

ENJOY AN EVENING OF 
CONTEMPORARY MUSIC AT 

FAITH & FAMILY NIGHT 
AT THE APPLE FESTIVAL

   The Apple Festival will be on Wednes-
day, September 14th, starting at 6pm.  
The concert will be on the Apple Town 
Stage at the corner of Spruce and 13th 
Street.  
    Local Talent will be opening for 
Rebecca St. James who will take the 
Appletime Stage at 7 pm.
   All the evening’s entertainment is free 
but don’t forget your lawn chairs for the 
most comfortable seating.

NO WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
ACTIVITIES SEPTEMBER 14TH

There will be NO Bible Study Wednesday, September 14th, so 
everyone can attend and enjoy the Apple Festival Faith & Family 
Night All activities will resume on September 21st.

Starting September 7th
The First Wednesday 

of the Month 
Dinner & Worship

Dinner from 5-5:30 pm

Worship from 5:30-6 pm

Journey Groups and 
Bible Studies from 6-7pm

OUR GENEROUS GIVING AT A GLANCE
July 2022

Monthly Need:   $   29,115.83
Monthly Giving:   $   24,378.39
     $    -4,737.44

     
Your next opportunity to  Volunteer at the Walker House is 
Sunday, September 18th. We need volunteers to cook from 
12-4:30 PM and to serve from 3-7 PM. The sign up list is in 
the Church Office. This is a monthly community outreach 
that we are a part of.  If you can’t 
make it this month, there’s always 
next month! Thanks for being a part 
of this! 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED FOR LABOR DAY HOLIDAY 

   The church offi  ce will be closed 
Monday, September 5th, 

so the staff  may spend the holiday 
with their families.  

 Have a great and safe Labor Day!!

Friday, September 16th
Meet on the Road

between the 
Library and Dairy Queen

at 3:30 pm

Parade Starts at 4 pm



 North of 50 will will be on the road Tuesday, October 
4th to travel to Von Jakob Winery and then to Rendle-
man’s Orchard.  The bus will leave the church at 10:30 
am.  If you would like to go, the sign up sheet is available 
on the bulletin board in the fellowship hall or contact the 
church offi  ce.  

NORTH OF 50 EVENT IS ON THE ROAD AGAIN!

COMMUNION AT VOYAGE ASSISTED LIVING 

  Our Ministry Care Team is planning their quarterly Commu-
nion Service at the Voyage Assisted Living facility on Thurs-
day, September 8th at 5:00 pm in the east building.  Ev-
eryone is invited to be a part of the service.  The residents love 
having the fellowship, so please plan to attend.  

Journey 3:18
Middle School Group

Sunday Mornings from 9-10 am

Starting Sunday, September 11th

NEW JOURNEY GROUP!

Young Adults/Families This Journey 
group will meet on Wednesday Nights 
starting in September. This group is 
designed for newly married couples & 
parents of young children (under 12). We 
will meet at a rotating location for food, 
fellowship, and bible study as a whole 
family! We want you to bring your kids 
with you to this group. This is a family 
group to grow as a family or as a couple. 
Child care support will be provided so no 
parent feels like they are doing all the 
work. 

Please Call/Text Pastor Nathan 
817-724-3865 to sign up for this group!

Nathan is looking forward to starting this 
journey with you. 

Kid’s Camp     
We took 15 kids, 
parents, and adults to 
Kids Camp this year!! This 
camp was for 3rd-6th 
graders and  offered 
tons of  activities and 
Christ-centered discus-

sions for their age range. The kids spent 
the day learning in small groups, swim-
ming at lake sports, and doing events like 
zip lining and bazooka ball. Evenings 
consisted of worship, bible study, and 
discussion. We had an awesome week! 
Thanks for your support! These kids are 
making memories that will last a lifetime, 

September Missions of the Month
Kid’s Camp & the 

Murphysboro Ministerial Alliance

Murphysboro Ministerial Alliance
The Murphysboro Ministerial Alliance is an 
group of Churches in our community that 
work together to meet the needs of our 
community and share the Word of God. 
Our Church faithfully supports the MMA. 
Every month we send money to the orga-
nization. This money is used to reach the 
needs of people in Murphysboro. Needs 
may include: Rent, Electric, Gas, Water, 
&amp; Gas for travel needs. The MMA also 
supports the Murphysboro Apple Festival 
each year! The prayer breakfast and Faith 
and Family Night are put on in conjunction 
with the MMA. We invite the whole com-
munity to come out September 14 th @
6pm to hear Rebecca St. James preform. 
The Murphysboro Ministerial Alliance is a 
wonderful local ministry, and we are proud 
to partner with them!



COFFEE HOUR HOSTS

September 4
Leah Rowe

September 11
Dale Blaise & Family

Septermber 18
Suzanne Goad

September 25
Gina Hunziker/Jeanne Goforth/Kristy Dunning

If you are unable to help, please 
contact the Church Offi  ce.

HAPPY SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS!

1 Cindy Deshotels 
1 Caitie Grither
3 Mitzi Summers
4 Lauren Rathert
6 Bob Heiple
6 Autumn Creath
6 Lola Wilkerson
8 Kathie Grob
10 Hannah Sims
13 Keith Davis
13 Valerie Kerns 
14 Leanna Schnautz
15 Kim Grammer
17 Meghan Blechle
19 Darrell Ewbank

24 Ernie Miller
24 Jeff  Wright
24  Karissa Lemons
25 Don Rahming
25 Ron Rahming
25 Christy Solverson 
27 Kristy Dunning
29 T.J. Reiman

Thanks to our m
any
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If you are unable to help, please 
contact the Church Offi  ce. 

September 4
Lou Polsgrove & GlenAnn Kiel

September 11
Matt & Elaine Hardwig

September 18
Anna Jenkins & Robert Heiple

September 25
Buddy & Helen Payne

GREETERS

The Ladies Journey Devotional Brunch 
is gathering at Sunny Street Cafe 

in Carbondale on
 Tuesday, September 20th at 10 am.  
All ladies are invited to have a leisurely 
meal with a thoughtful time of devotion 
with prayer and also some really great 

fellowship. Any questions, contact 
Kathie Grob at (618) 924-7017.

JOIN OUR TEXT LIST AND GET CONNECTED!
FOR CHURCH INFO & PRAYER REQUESTS 

SEND “FBCMURPHY” TO 618-687-1769
FOR YOUTH INFO AND EVENTS

SEND “ELEVATE” TO 618-687-1769 
FOR KIDS INFO, AWANA, & EVENTS

SEPTEMBERSEPTEMBER








