
You Ma  er
“You MaƩ er” simple words with great weight! 

It brings my heart great joy as I drive around 
our community and see those words, “You 
MaƩ er” & “Journey with First BapƟ st Church”.

I hope and pray that people in our community 
will feel the love of Jesus through these signs. 
That they will know that they MaƩ er, and they 
have a place to belong. That no maƩ er where 
they are on their Journey in life that they 
can Journey with First BapƟ st Church a place 
where they know they MaƩ er!

Thank you for your help in reaching out in love 
to our community and for being a bright light 
for our Church! Please conƟ nue to join me in 
prayer that God will work in our community 
and transform lives through His local Body of 
Believers First BapƟ st Church. 

Praise God for all the wonderful opportuniƟ es 
of outreach He is providing us this October! 
There are so many opportuniƟ es to put your 
spiritual giŌ  to work to grow His Church and 
transform our community! 

First, October Kicks-off  our new series!

Faith Over Fear
Throughout this series we will look at how 
when we live in fear, we are oŌ en scared of 
helping others. Fear makes the Church an 
inward-focused house rather than an outward-
focused sanctuary. We can become dim, 
dark, and closed off , the opposite of what 

A LETTER FROM PASTOR NATHAN
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L ALL CHURCH PICNIC & ICE CREAM SOCIAL
12 noon Sunday, October 2

AWANA KIDS
5-7 pm Every Sunday Evening

WEDNESDAY NIGHT EVENTS
5 pm  Come to the Table - Oct. 5th Only 

Worship, Prayer, and Dinner
6 pm Journey Groups

Women’s, Men’s, and Young Families
7 pm High School Guys Group 

ELEVATE STUDENTS  
5-7 pm  “Wild Wednesdays” every Wednesday

5-8 pm Wednesday, October 26
Fall Bonfi re at Pastor Nathan’s

NORTH OF 50 EVENT 
11 am Tuesday, October 4 

Von Jacob Winery & Rendleman Orchard 

COMMUNITY NIGHT OUT
 Longfellow Park

5 pm  Tuesday, October 4
LIFELINE SCREENING

8 am - 4 pm  Tuesday, October 11th

GRR MEN’S QUARTERLY MEETING
October 11th

6-7 pm Meeting, Dinner & Guest Speaker

CHICKEN & DUMPLING DINNER
11:15 am  Sunday, October 16

WALKER HOUSE COMMUNITY OUTREACH
12-7 pm,  Sunday, October 16

TRICK OR TREAT PARADE
11:15 am  Sunday, October 30

TRUNK OR TREAT OUTREACH
3-5 pm  Sunday, October 30
 HALLOWEEN OUTREACH

 5-8 pm  Monday, October 31

(continues on page 3)

the Church should be. Even in the midst of 
fear, we must have faith in God to carry us 
through.

Everyone deals with Fear. Not everyone has 
Faith. 

Read that one more Ɵ me! 

Everyone deals with Fear. Not everyone has 
Faith.

Use our series “Faith over Fear” as a talking 
point to invite people to Church! 

This is a tremendous opportunity for 
outreach! “Hey friend, my Church is doing a 
new series on Faith over Fear. I know I have a 
lot of fears in my life and I thought you might 
too and that this could be an encouragement 
to us both! I would love to see you there on 
Sundays at 10am.” 

Next, On Tuesday, October 4th from 
5-7pm we will be serving s’mores at the 
Murphysboro Community Night Out! Our 
new infl atable bounce house with slides will 
also be set up for kids to play on! Please join 
us in helping the community feel Christ’s love 
through FBC and let them know that they 
“MaƩ er”! 

This Year we will also be hosƟ ng a Community 
Trunk or Treat! Sunday, October 30th from 
3-5pm we will decorate trunks and invite the 
whole community out to walk through and 

OCTOBER EVENTSOCTOBER EVENTS

OCTOBER 2022 NEWSLETTER
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TRunk OR TREAT TRunk OR TREAT OUTREACHOUTREACH
Sunday  OCTOBER 3oTh  3Sunday  OCTOBER 3oTh  3--5 PM5 PM

    Trunk or Treat  Outreach is being planned for Sunday afternoon, October 30th 
from 3-5 pm.  Everyone is ask to decorate their trunks or cars to make it festive and 
fun.  Be sure to invite your friends and neighbors for hotdogs, drinks and of course, 
candy, candy, candy!!  Everyone is welcome, load your trunks with goodies, bring 
your friends/family and be sure to take the time to show them our kids program 

AWANA.  Volunteers to give out the food  are needed. 
If you would like to help, please contact the Church Offi  ce.

   Everyone looks forward to this annual event.  On Sunday, October 30th, 
immediately following the worship service, the annual trick & treat parade will begin in the 
church parking lots.   All children are asked to bring their Halloween costumes to church 
and change into them following TREK Kids.  They will then parade through the church’s 
parking lots so everyone can see their costumes and they will be hoping that the trunks 
of the cars will be fi lled with goodies.  So kids, pack those costumes...adults are ask to 

decorate your trunks and load them with treats, and be ready for the Trick or Treat Parade.  

Trick or TReat ParadeTrick or TReat Parade
IT’S THREE GREAT KIDS EVENTS IN OCTOBER

Sunday October 30th  Immediately after WorshipSunday October 30th  Immediately after Worship

signs. Rental House needed repairs.
Special Events/Kitchen & Dinners: Frances 
Reiman Weekly Wednesday night dinners have 
been scheduled. First meal will be September 7.
All-Church picnic and Ice Cream social to be held 
immediately after church on Sunday, October 2nd. 
Pizza/Pasta with Santa on December 7.
Planning Christmas Banquet will be on Sunday 
December 4. Cost Adults $15 and children $10.  
Worship Ministry: Vicki Ardrey, Tina Evans, Ja-
cob Kersh Submitted by Jacob: Guest leaders fi lled 
in during Jacob’s vacation. Working to add more 
hymns and older songs, done mostly on piano. 
Looking to add more singing and congregational 
participation. Major improvements were made in 
regards to Audio and recording quality. 
Worked on Mixes-Pushed the vocals and lowered 
the instruments. Services are going well. Sunday 
Services continues to be aired online on the FBC 
Murphy Facebook page and on Youtube. Worship 
Team looking to create a Worship Service Metric.  
Technology Team: Kevin Penrod. Bradley re-
ports that the cameras purchased earlier this year 
are being used more frequently:
VBS coverage, church camp, Pastor’s informational 
video clips, Pre-worship slide inserts, etc.
Researching alternative/cost-eff ectiveness and 
easier user experience to Adobe product InDesign 
for graphic purposes: bulletin, newsletter, etc.  
Future Needs: Updated Sanctuary audio (speakers 
and wiring, maybe new sound board/controller).
Analysis of present audio system is being sought. 
Need someone to mix the
livestream. Need to look at replacing 
Sanctuary Video Projectors/LED Screens, in the 
near future. Recommended purchasing a second-
ary camera and switcher for using both.
Strategic Planning: Vicki Ardrey, Dan Persch-
bacher
Team met to discuss the changes/updates to the 
Constitution.
Nominating Team: Kathie Grob, Linda Wright
Starting the process to fi nd new members for the 
2023 Leadership Council Members. Karen Rah-
ming will join team as member at large. Will meet 
Wednesday, September 6 to create the slate of 

names.
Budget Team: Need to create a Team to discuss 
2023 Budget and fi nances.
Lead Pastor’s Report: Nathan Friday night 
movie was great, with 51 in attendance.  ABC-
GRR approved the New Ministry Grant to pur-
chase a wet/dry infl atable. Chuck Grammer has 
agreed to do the parlor renovation. 
Ministry Director’s Report: Everything is men-
tioned in the Youth & Kids Ministry Report.
Meeting adjourned 8:30  
Next Meeting: Tuesday, September 20, 2022 6pm 
 

halloween halloween OUTREACHOUTREACH
MONday  OCTOBER 31st  5MONday  OCTOBER 31st  5--8 PM8 PM

Candy, candy, candy, and more candy will be needed for the Halloween Outreach 
on Halloween night.  Murphysboro has hundreds of trick or treaters.  Volunteers will 
also be needed, so if you are not manning your own house, come help here at the 
church.  Out trick or treating...don’t forget to bring your children, grandchildren, 

nieces and nephews by the church.  If you would like to help, contact Kathie Grob 

COME JOIN A NEW MONTHLY 
ADULT JOURNEY GROUP



(contunued from pg. 1)

see the trunks and get candy! We need help 
with this event! With both trunk decorators 
and with candy donaƟ ons! 

You are a member of the Body of Christ. A 
member of His local Body of Believers First 
BapƟ st Church. I encourage you to get your 
unique spiritual giŌ  into acƟ on so that the 
Body can be healthy and growing and full of 
love! 

Don’t let fear get in your way. 

Let your fear be overcome with Faith!

I thank you for your faithfulness, your sup-
port, and your conƟ nued prayers. I am so 
blessed to be on this Journey with you. 

  With Love,
  Pastor Nathan

“COME TO THE TABLE”
WEDNESDAY DINNER AND WORSHIP

Everyone is welcome...bring the whole family...invite 
your neighbors!  The evening will have it all...great 
food, a time of praise, music, and prayer as well as 
wonderful fellowship. Put it on your calendar today... 
“Come To the Table”  Wednesday, October 5th from 
5-7:00 pm. (Don’t forget--the meal is only served on 
1st Wednesday of each month.)

   FYI...October is soup time...your choice of chicken cheddar broccoli, ravioli, and taco soups with 
cheesy bread, salad/vegggie tray and dessert.
  At 6:00 pm the Journey Bible Study Groups  (the Men, Women, Elevate Youth, and Young Fami-
lies) will meet.  Want to know more about our Wednesday night groups, contact Pastor Nathan.

 ICE CE CREAM REAM SOCIALOCIAL
&

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2ND AFTER WORSHIP 
AROUND 11:15AM IN OUR PAVILION!

It’s Back!! The Annual Church Picnic and Ice 
Cream Social will be Sunday, October 2nd, 
immediately following the Morning Worship 
service.   Good food (fried chicken with all the 
trimmings & ice cream) and an afternoon of 
family fun with a bouncy house and games.  
Homemade ice cream will be needed, so dig 
out your family recipe, churn up some cool 
treats and bring it to church.  Please contact 
Frances Reiman (618 684-3663) to let her 
know you are bring ice cream.
Everyone is welcome...come join the fun!

_______________________________________

Opening Prayer: Nathan Borish
FBC Celebrations and Praise - Members 
shared many praises and celebrations happening 
in their lives, the community and at the church. 
Spiritual Growth and Teaching: Steve 
Wilkerson, Judy Rawls No Topic of discussion 
as Steve informed the council of his immediate 
resignation.
Last Meeting’s minutes: July minutes, were 
approved by consensus. Judy noted that the 
minutes for the Financial and Stewardship Team 
were from May’s Financial Report. Revised
 information has been added.
 Ministry Care Team Report:  The Care Team 
met on August 8. 

Ministry Team Reports
Outreach, Evangelism & Missions: Tina 
Evans, Kristy Dunning Mission Trip went well. 
$500.00 in the Mission Trip account will be given 
to Blessing Basket International Organization. 
Mission Moments were planned for the next few 
months. Team members volunteered their ser-
vices at the Walker House. Yard signs will be or-
dered. Will be serving lunch to Carnival workers 
on September 13. Planning a Chicken & Dump-
ling dinner Fund-raiser for 2023 Mission Trip.
Trunk or Treat after Church October 30.
Trivia night Fund-raiser for 2023 Mission Trip.
Church wide Thanksgiving dinner after worship 
November 20.
Youth & Kids Ministry: Jesse Boudet, Dan 
Perschbacher, Anna Pilz 
YOUTH: Youth Camp went great! Took 42 stu-
dents, showed a video during worship and had 
camp testimonials in bulletin. Summer Mission 
trip was an amazing time. Took 8 HS students, 3 
college students and 4 adults. Mission Trip Sun-
day will be August 14. Pool party was on August 
14. Small Groups have resumed.  New Sunday 
morning MS Small Group will start September.
Youth Group will start back on September 7.
HS Girls retreat will be September 2-6. Laser Tag 
Lock-In will be September 23-24. 
Bonfi re in October

2023 Camp Registration starts August 15. Team 
members meet regularly to discuss Youth and 
Kids.
KIDS: TREK Kids Club program and Small Group 
on Sunday mornings are going great!  
Kids Camp was awesome! It was great having 
kids and their parents attend!
NEXT STEP classes went well. 
Sunday morning’s TREK Kids and small groups 
are still going great! We are recruiting more 
leaders and one Sunday had 17 in K-5th and 10 
in Pre-K! AWANA starts up on August 28 with 
Splish Splash Kick-Off , fl yers were sent out to 
schools. Leaders will meet on August 21.
There will be a Baptism for at least 1 kid on 
August 21, kids will stay out for the whole wor-
ship service. No Events in September, will have 
a family bonfi re in October. Waiting to hear if 
submitted grant was approved.
Adult Small Groups & Bible Studies Minis-
try: Kathie Grob The Small Groups continue to 
meet on Sunday mornings.Wednesday evening 
groups continue to meet as well.
Financial and Stewardship: Judy Rawls, Vicki 
Ardrey Financial Report:  End of June report was 
presented. Report was approved by consensus. 
Discussion is ongoing regarding other cuts that 
can be made to reduce costs/expenses. 
Building and Grounds: Judy Rawls, Tony 
Stamm, Jake Miller Sanctuary lights have all 
been replaced with LED. 3 exterior sides of 
church have been painted and new lighting has 
been installed. Pavilion post and Transformer 
were painted. New HVAC units for sanctuary 
will be installed on August 15. Large sink hole 
in gravel parking lot has been fi lled. Received 2 
Bids for resealing parking lot. Waiting on Bids for 
North side Education wing gutter. Future 
Projects: Attic is in need of insulation.
Replace water stained ceiling tiles. Sidewalk Curb 
needs painted New thermostats for HVAC 
Bus and Van need IDOT # and logo signage. 
Landscaping needed to hide a/c units in front 
of of the church. Outside door signs and Walnut 
Street

AUGUST 16, 2022 LEADERSHIP COUNCIL MINUTES



OUR GENEROUS GIVING AT A GLANCE
AUGUST 2022

Monthly Need:   $ 29,115.83
Monthly Giving:   $ 23,782.86
Difference    $ -5,407.97

NORTH OF 50 EVENT IS 
“ON THE ROAD AGAIN” IN OCTOBER

 The North of 50 Journey Group will be 
traveling to Von Jakob Winery for a leisurely lunch. 
as well as they will be stopping at Rendleman’s 
Orchard to enjoy the flower patch and general store 
on Tuesday, October 4th. If you would like to go, the 
sign-up sheet is available on the bulletin board in 
the fellowship hall or call the Church Office.  The bus 

will leave the church at 11:00 am.  Lunch is dutch treat.  All active senior adults are welcome.

    Your next opportunity to Volunteer at the Walker 
House is Sunday, October 16th. We need volunteers to 
cook from 12-4:30 PM and to serve from 3-7 pm. The 
sign up list is in the Church Office. This is a monthly 
community outreach that we are a part of.  If you 
can’t make it this month, there’s always next month! 

Thanks for being a part of this! 

WALKER HOUSE MINISTRIES 
NEEDS VOLUNTEERS

GRR AREA 4
MEN’S 

BROTHERHOOD
QUARTERLY

MEETING

FBC HOSTING GRR AREA 4 MEN’S MEETING

   On Tuesday evening, October 11th from 6-8pm, our church is 
hosting the GRR Area 4 Quarterly Men’s Meeting.  Please join 
us for dinner, a time of worship, fellowship and a Guest Speak-
er from Pregnancy Matters Inc. who lend a helping hand to 
women that may be in crisis situations.  All men are welcome!

cchickenhicken &  & ddumplingumpling
dinner fundraiserdinner fundraiser
to benefi t 2023 Summer Mission Trip 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16TH 
AFTER WORSHIP AROUND 11:15AM 

IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL
   It's said that chicken and dumplings soothe the soul...a true 
comfort food and Baptists are known for making some of the 
best.   You get to enjoy a little piece of heaven and it's all you 
can eat.  Make a donation...any donation, whatever you think 
they are worth. They are the best!  And your donation will help 
send someone on the Summer Mission Trip.  Be generous be-
cause the dumplings will be amazing.  Show some of that Baptist 
hospitality and invite your family, friends and neighbors!

  IT’S FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!

The City of Murphysboro is sponsoring their annual 
Community Night Out on Tuesday, October 4th

from 5-7 pm at Longfellow Park on
North 20th and Wall Street.

Free Food & Drink!     NO Cost To Attend!
 Everyone is Welcome! 

NEW YOUNG FAMILIES JOURNEY GROUP!
This new Journey group meets on Wednesday Nights!
This group is designed for newly married couples & parents 
of young children (under 12). We will meet at a rotating 
location for food, fellowship, and bible study as a whole 
family! We want you to bring your kids with you to this 
group. This is a family group to grow as a family or as a 
couple. 

Please call or text Pastor Nathan at 
817-724-3865 to sign up for this group!

Nathan is looking forward to starting this journey with you. 

NIGHT OUTNIGHT OUT

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________



Missions of 
the Month

Community 
Night Out  

October 4th

Trunk or Treat 
Outreach

October 30th

Halloween Outreach October 31st

Support Our Local Missions!!
(See Details on Page 2)

FBC is hosting a Life Line Screening on 
October 11th from 9 am - 4 pm. Life Line 
offers many different screenings: 
cardiovascular, stroke, kidney, liver and even 
cancer.  Check out their web page at 
www.lifelinescreening.com.  Because we are 
hosting you can receive a special discount. 
To make an appointment and/or to receive 
a special discount please call 1-800-324-1851 
or visit LLSA.SOCAIL/HS.

OCTOBER IS PASTOR APPRECIATION 
MONTH! PLEASE MAKE SURE TO 

TELL PASTOR NATHAN HOW MUCH 
WE LOVE HAVING HIM HERE!



If you are unable to help, please 
contact Kathie Grob at 924-7017

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
October 2
Valerie Lipe
October 9

Jeff  & Linda Wright
October 16

Murl & Sue Lynn Johnson
October 23

Volunteer Needed
October 30

Volunteer Needed
If you are unable to help, please 

contact the Church Offi  ce.
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3 Bradley Evans 
3 Steve McBride
3 Bernice Nance
3 Kamryn Martin
5 Shirley Aldridge
5 Tammy Davis
7 Christina Smith
9 Leah Sims
10 Garrett Burroughs
11 Isabelle Doerr
12 Fern Shannon
15 Ryan Eastwood 
17 Doris Rathjen
18 Shane Webb
19 Murl Johnson
19       Bailey Goad
19 Dan Perschbacher

21 Melinda Guthman
21 Tim Attig
21 Sherri Schimpf
22 Hannah Samuel
23 Judy Penrod
24 Carleigh Schimpf
25 Matt Hardwig
27 Debbie Woosley
28 Payton Myers
28 Matt Guthman
31 Dale Schimpf
31 Morgan Dillow
31 Keith Roberts

Thanks to our m
any

POST THIS ON YOUR 
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GREETERSGREETERS
October 2

Scott & Tina Evans
October 9

Tony & Cindy Stamm
October 16

Pat & Jan Etherton
October 23

Matt & Melinda Guthman
October 30

Ed & Terri Miller
If you are unable to help, please

contact the Church Offi  ce

         Lord, 
       thank you
    for your many 
       blessings.

The Ladies Journey Devotional Brunch 
is meeting on 

Tuesday, 
October 18th at 10 am.  

All ladies are invited for a leisurely 
brunch and a visit with Leah. A time 
of devotion with prayer is also being 

planned. Any questions, contact 
Kathie Grob at (618) 924-7017.

JOIN OUR TEXT LIST & GET CONNECTED!
FOR CHURCH INFO & PRAYER REQUESTS 

SEND “FBCMURPHY” TO 618-687-1769
FOR YOUTH INFO AND EVENTS

SEND “ELEVATE” TO 618-687-1769 
FOR KIDS INFO, AWANA, & EVENTS

SEND “TREK” TO 618-687-1769




